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FIRST TO LUNA 

A Rocket Race Into Space 

Trial Both Men \nd Machine*, 

Bui This Pilot Knew A Trick! 




TWENTY-FOUR sleek sky vpeedsters 
were lined up on the concrete runway 
at the New York Sky Harbor, waiting 
(or the starter to give the signal that would 
send them blasting on the Annual Rocket 

Race to Luna. 

And then, at the handa o( the large offkial 
llmin( clock at the opposite end of the field 
showed that there were juat five minutea to 
go before starting time, the pilots in those 
space-ships blasted their engines into life. 
warming-up the rocket-tubes for a fast take 

off. 

George Court was in one of those ships — 
the Blitk Bulltt— and he started his power- 
ful Stedman motor, quickly fastened his 
safety-belt, sealed his door to keep the oiy- 
gen pressure within his ship constant during 
the trip, and rested back against his crash 
pad. ready to blast his jets into action. 

The starter flashed his arm down in a sig- 
nal as the hands on the clock showed the time 
*as ready for the race, and a huge neon light 
in the center of the field lighted, to notify the 
pilots who h*d been una)>le,to see the starter 



As one ship, the little racers started to 
move forward. George smacked his throttle 
* iciously. opened the fuel jets to their widest. 
and let the rockets roar His ship slowly ac- 
celerated and its stubby wings generated 
sufficient lift to take the Bullet into the air 
He then adjusted his mitture. retracted the 
single wheel and tailiskids. and settled back 
for the long trip. 

YVONNE VAN LOMMEN. Georges 
fiancee, was standing on the airport, wav« 
ing her hand, as the ships took to the air. 
She then walked back slowly through the 
cro^d ai the racers rapidly disappeared from 
sight, and made her way to the Administra- 
tion Duilding /She was worried about George, 
since this was his first attempt at the race, 
and was afraid that something tragic would 
happen to him out there in space She sat 
down dejectedly in one of the over-stuffed 
<haus in the lobby of the room, resting her 
chin in her handa. 

"What's the matter. Eve*" came a voice 
from behind the chair. If its about George, 
you wont have to worry. He s got one of the 
best ships in the race"* 

Yvonne turned around, startled, and then 
M(d: -Hello. Denis Yea. I suppose I am woj* 



lied a little about George You know, he told 

me that he wouldn't tike an> thing but first 

And that's a big order, considering that there 

art to many men in the race who've had more 

eapenence than he haa I'm afraid hell try 

something foolish ' 
"Like accelerating past the danger point?" 

asked Denis Farriah -No. 1 don't think he's 
foolish enough to try anything like that 
Heck, he kno*s that a trick like that would 
mean certain death He'd smack the Heavt- 
side Layer so hard on the way back to Earth 
that it would smash his ship to pieces" 

Yvonne nodded "I guess that's out* aht 
said M BiH what say we try to get the race 
on the ether-phone? 1 think that by now 
they're out far enough to b/ picked up by 
some of the newscasters on the satellites" 
She walked over to the ether-phone that was 
standing to one side of her chair, and 
switched it on. 

• 

V* EORGE COURT is far ahead of the 
VJT field P the newscaster's excited voice 
cut in "He's setting the pace too fast, all the 
rest of the racers are taking it easy, so that 
the tremendous pressure of acceleration will 
not sap the strength from there. But Court's 
throwing discretion to the winds He's had 
his Mlsck Bulla wide open since he left the 
Heaviside Layer— the upper layer of the 
Earth's atmosphere** 

Denis reached over and shut off the ether- 
phone "You don't want to listen to that." he 
Jejd Yvo nne, trying to sound unconcerned 

"Let's go for a walk, or something** 

Yvonne anxiously turned the ether-phone 
on again -No", she said nervously "J want 
to listen I'm frightened he's going to keep 
that pace up, Denis?" 

He did. And throughout the night Yvonne 
remained at the ether-phone, listening ana- 
iousiy to each report that flashed over the air 
George, the newscasters had said, passed 
around the Moon far in advance of the other 
ships, and that he wis still accelerating rapid- 
ly. Later a report had come in that he was 
half-way back to Earth, and was nil! in- 
creasing his speed. 

Denis shook his head sadly "I'm afraid it's 
too late."' he said "He should have started 
decelerating right after passing the Moon 
If he hits the Heaviside Layer at the speed 
he a going, his Bullti will be smashed to 

WtV 

"No" I screamed Yvonne. "No! It can't be. 
Hell find a way. Denis. 1 know he willP 
Deep down in her heart, though. Yvonne felt 
that he would rt\ti he able to slow down in 
time, that he would crash against the dense 
atmosphere of the Heaviside Layer. 



THE reports continued to come in. George 
was now less than 50.000 miles away 
from the Earth and had just started to de- 
celerate Said a newscaster who was watching 
from a space-liner : 

-George Court has just started to use his 
steering rockets. He blasted them into action 
just a few minutes ago He's now riding them 
down full force. There's not enough space 
left to decelerate sufficiently, but he's blast- 
ing forward to try to alow down as much aa 
possible. However. I still fear that hell hit 
the Heaviside Layer at too great a speed At 
any rate, well know the worst in less than 
an hour " 

The minutea dragged by very slowly for 
Yvonne and Denis There was no way that 
they could help There was nothing that they 
could do eacept sit by the ether-phone tnd 
pray foe George's safety 

And then the time was up Yvonne was out 
on the field, which was now crowded with 
thousands of spectators who were awaiting 
the end of the race Still nothing happened. 
Had the newscaster been wrong? Would it 
take George longer than expected to reach 
the Heaviside 1 No one could tell! 

Several minutes later a tremendous roar 
split the skies and a tiny little sport ship 
came blasting down toward the field. It was 

the Ku//er. and the crowd at the field started 
cheering hoarsely 

Yvonne pushed her wsy through the mass 
of people as Georges ship hit the field and 
rolled to a atop She was at the door of the 
B j//e f as her fiance flung it open. 

George's face clearly showed the strain he 
had been suffering «nd he was almost com- 
pletely worn out. -Hello", he said weakly. 
"Worried, honey?" 

"Was 1 worried ?" answered Yvonne, throw, 
ing her arms around his neck "Certainly I 
was." Then she drew back and demanded: 
"But what made you pull such a craay stunt? 
Don't you know you could have been killed?" 
-I did it for as," said George, wiping the 
grease from his face "An eitra prue. you 
know, was offered to anyone who could break 
the record, so I figured I'd collect. And it 
wasn't very dangerous, either.- he continued. 
"You see, instead of hitting the Heaviside 
Layer head-on. I pulled the nose of the Built t 
up and brought my wings into play They 
created enough lift, at the speed 1 was travel- 
ing, to slow the ship down sufficiently. But. 
even at that. 1 had to circle the Earth several 
times to slow down enough to land- 
Yvonne disregarded the grease on George's 
face. She threw her arms around his neck 
again and broke into a fit of joyous sobbing. 




THE LAND BENEATH THE SEA 




PROVIDED WITH A 
GOOO MEAL BY THE 
PATROL CAPTAIN. 
CUXKANO JERRY AAE 
PBOPERVY GARBED \N 
NATIVE ATTIRE AND 
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